
FREE BOOKS FOR
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Fuller Ordinance Gains Friends
as Councilmcn Look Back

on Cost.

PATRONS WANT TO BE HEARD

Claim That Changes Which Are
Often Made Aj-e Heavy

Tax oil Parents.

Quito a number of organisations, in¬
cluding several of tile Public School
Mothers' Clubs, desire to bo heard in
favor of the Puller ordinance provid¬
ing froe books for public school chil¬
dren Several Councilmcn have already
expressed themselves In favor of tho
proposition, provided It can be accom¬

plished at anything like the low esti¬
mate placed on It by Mr. Fuller, while
others favor as a substitute an Inquiry
Into the cost of school books and tho
reasons for the frequo.nl changes,
One member of the Ciftinell has a child
In tho second grade at the public
school, for whom he has purchased
four different Second Headers this ses¬
sion. Another has a child In a higher
grade, for wbom a number ot expen¬
sive text-books were ordered. In which
no lessons, he says, have ever been
assigned, and which were apparently
an ontlroly useless expense, as the edi¬
tion will have been changed before an¬
other child in the family, now Just a
tear behind, reoc.es that grade.

Will Coat S10.OOO a Veer.
The Fuller resolution places the cost

of free books for tho first year at
$10,000. Several partons of the schoqjs
fay that It Is entirely too low. About
1,000 pupils at the John Marshall High
School have each born required this
session to furnish themselves with
books costing more than $10 each, so
that tho High School text-books alone
would take up the ent're appropria¬
tion If tho city were forced to pur¬
chase at the prices charged to lMUrons
under the agreements with publishers
entered Into by the State Board of
Education.
So far the School Board has preserv¬

ed a neutral attitude; It has taken no
action favoring froo text-hooks, nor
has it defended itself against the oft-
repeated charge made by several Coun-
cllmen and others that, especially In
the lower grodrs. books are changed
arbitrarily and frequently, to the oX-
penso and annoyanco of patrons. Ono
Councilman will bring to the hearing
the four Second Headers ho has pur¬
chased this term; unolhor will bring
books ordered on his son's list, never
yet opened and in which no lessons
have been assigned or on'Ort made to
use In any purt of the school curricu¬
lum.

Say Itullnga Are Arbitrary.
Protest will also bo made against

the rule that children attending kin¬
dergartens must drink milk at the
midday recess. Some children do not
like milk, and there are a few to whom
It Is unattractive. Instances huvc
been reported where children huvo
been withdrawn from school because
of this rule. More serious complaint Is
made, by patrons of the use- of certain
copyrighted blank forms. Formerly a
6-i-ent writing pud sufficed. Now each
chlbl must be provided with a copy¬
righted "spelling blank." a form book
merely ruled lo certa1 i specified re¬
quirements, and costing several times
the price, of a simple exercise book of
equally good paper and binding. Sev¬
eral Councilman, discussing the school
book situation last night. Informally
said that so long as present conditions
continue, compulsory education was out
of the quitntlon.that the school book
burden on parents who huVe several
children in school was already exces¬
sive, and thai hundreds of children
were now being withdrawn for no
other reason than the excessive cost of
books, tjtxtvarbitrary rulings of the au¬
thorities, ..and *'tlie perpetual changes
which prevent a child moving from one
school to another from using the same
books, or of transferring them tu
younger brothers and sisters.

tJrndes Not I'nlform.
One case was reported of a man with

two sons in exactly the same grade,but attending different public schools
Yet one child uses a 'V-CCOnd Header."
While the other use« a "Stepping Stun, >,
Header." Not even are the bnoks uni¬
form throughout the city In the same
grades.
The Fuller resolution win come upfor a public hearing before the Coun¬

cil Committee on Finance next week.
It la believed that the school authori¬
ties will be requested to get up more1
careful estimates of the exact cost of
supplying text-books to all pupllts,along lines already adopted by theschool authorltloa of North Carolina,where boo..s ure rented for the sessionby patrons at a tl.xed rate ,,f so much
per pupil, the charge increasing as the
pupil advances from grade to grade.

Charged With Theft.
Willie Perkins und Nelson Terry, col¬ored, were arrested yesterday on icharge of stealing $4 ;:, from RolandJones,

PLEASURE < III ISP.S
to Foreign Lands,

Mediterranean, Orient
Adrlatli Sea, South America,West Indies. Cuba, Jamaica,and Panama CanTwo ('mlm-H Around the WorldFor further information consultRICHMOND TIl.tXSI'UH CO.,Mill East Mol,, Street.

Fair vlMtorn nlll nrtrr
complain of Irak) roots In
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CORDON METAL CÖ/S
Pearl-L-C. Roofing Tin

Gordon Metal Co.
Richmond, Va.

Eighty-One Years Old To-Day

.JOHN |», BRANCH.

TAYLOR TRIAL MAY
BRING SENSATION

Former Stamp Clerk of Station B
Will Be Arraigned This

Morning.
When Qeorge B. Taylor, former

stamp clerk at Station B of the Rieb?
mond post-Ofllcc, Is arraigned thls;
morning In the United States District
Court for Eastern Virginia, he Will
plead not guilty to an Indictment
charging him with omOesclIng gov¬
ernment funds. 11114 counsel, E. C.
Koikes, Slate Senator from Richmond,
Is going to attempt to show, It was!
said Inst night, that the whole case'
against Taylor was a "put up Job."

Indications nre that the trial will
offer something In the way of a sensa-
lion, Taylor has many friends In!
Richmond who are convinced ot his
innocence, and a large crowd Is ex¬
pected to witness the proceedings be¬
fore Judge Kdmund Waddill, Jr. It Is
likely that the trial will consume to¬
day and to-morrow.
The speclllc charge against Taylor

is of stealing $30, Bills aggregatingthat sum were marked by post-ofllec
Inspectors and plucud in the cash,
drawer of the superintendent of the
Station, Ijiter, it is alleged, they were!
found in the till of the accused.
Another Interesting case, which Is!

scheduled to be called for trial on
Wednesday, Is that of the government
against B. R. Taylor & Company,Charged In an Indictment with thefalse classification of shipments of(freight. This promises to be hard!
fought case.

POSTMASTERS 10
ASSEMBLE TO-DAY

I .

_

Frank H. Hitchcock May Address
State Association at Meet¬

ing To-Morrow.
More than 100 delegates, many of

them nccompanlod by their wives, are
expected to arrive in Richmond early
this morning to he present at the open¬
ing session of tho annual convention
of tho Virginal Postmasters' Associa¬
tion. It will bo called to order at 9:30
o'clock by President Kdgar Allan, Jr.,
of Richmond, In the auditorium of tho
Jefferson Iloel.
Though ho has not definitely an¬

nounced his decision. It Is expected
thut Poatmaster-Qonora) Frank H.
Hitchcock will be present at one of
the meetings to-morrow. However, It
is certain that Royall B, Cabell. com¬
missioner of internal revenue, and for¬
mer postmaster of Richmond, will be
horn to-morrow to address the con¬
vention. Mr. Cabell recognized as
tho father of the Virginia Postmasters'
Association, he having organized it
while head of the Richmond post-otllcc-
While in Richmond tho postmasters

will bo royally entertained. This after¬
noon nt 3 o'clock they will be given
a sight-seeing street car rldo over all!
of the trocks of tho Virginia Railway
and Power Company.
To-morrow night the performance at

the Bl.iou Theatre will be taken In.
and Wednesday afternoon there will!
be a luncheon at vthe Richmond Hotel.;
Frequent recesses will be taken dur¬

ing the course of the meetings in or¬
der to give the visitors an opportunity
to attcrd the State Fair.

OFFER PRAYERS
FOR THE BISHOP

Contracts Severe Cold, but Con¬
dition Is Not Regarded

as Serious.
Prayers were offered yesterday in

all Catholic churches for the recovery
01 r.isln>!> Augustine Van tie Vyver, of
4he Diocese of Richmond, who Is de¬
tained at tlf- eiufr.ip.il residence ad¬
joining the Saereil Heart Cathedral by
severe cold and complications.

Rev, J. Ü, O'Reilly, pastor of the
Catholic parish tiflild last night that
the condition of the bishop was not,
considered alarming, and that It was
anticipated that he would be able to
leave his room for a few days. Many
well known Catholic laymen called yes-
known Cniiiollc laymen called yos-
ter.lay tt> inquire after the bishop, the
announcement of whose illness caused

j some apprehension In Catholic circles
j yesterday

Bishop Van de Vyver returned to
Richmond on Tuesday from his old
home in Belgium, where In1 \vtis call-

j ed by the death of a brother, also a

bishop. Kivo members of his family
have died 111 ,n<" i""" tw" years,
which has tilled his heart with sor¬
row tie recently contracted a severe
cold, but his physician said last night
that his condition was not regarded as
tlnngt r<oi: Bishop Van de Vyver, who

j Is sixty-eight years old. has been in
Richmond forty years.

MANY FAKERS HERE
Police und Detectives Detailed to Pro¬

tect Crowds nt Pair.
Sixteen special policemen appointed

at the last monthly meeting of the
Board "f Police Commissioners will be-
gln their duties to-day, and a cor-
t. -ponding number of the regular force
will be detailed for duty at the State
Pair Grounds, The detective sergeants,consisting of Sergeants Wren, Ralley,Wiltshire Wiley. K.llam and Melton,will ulso report for duty at the fair.The local work will be handled byDetectives Krengei and Atkinson and
Acting Detective Gentry.
On account of the fact that manyother fairs In this and neighboringStates end as thi Virginia Pair begins,a large foil.,Ming <¦( those eaty-golnggentlemen who make a living by fol¬lowing fairs, circuses und politicalconventions- even Including churchconventions In their Itinerary_Is ex¬pected by tho Police Department, andthe public Is again warned that Itwould tie wise to take as little moneyand .-ut few valuables as are necessaryabout with them during thla week.

WIFE-SLAYER IS
ARRESTED HERE

Taylor, Who Was Sent to Asy¬
lum, Escaped, but Detectives

Catch Him.
i

After being mission for three weeks.
H. M. Taylor, fifty-one years old. an

escaped lunatic from the Eastern State
Asylum, at Williamsburg, and a wlfe-
murderer, was captured yesterday af¬
ternoon In the home of his slstor, at
U27 North Twenty-second Street, by jDetective Sergeants Wiley, Kellam,
Krengel and Atkinson.
Tho detectives learned early yestcr-

day that Taylor was In tho city, and
soon discovered his whereabouts. They
surrounded the house, but admission
>vas refused them. Then they sum¬
moned a magistrate, and swore out a
warrant. Immediately t'he doors were
opened. Taylor was found behind the
door as they entered. He offered no
further objection, and accompanied tho
detectives to the First Police Station.
The authorities of the Insane asylum
were notified, and It is expected he
.Will be sent for to-day.

Taylor was formerly a barber by
trade. He slabbed his wife to death.
ami In bis trial In the Hustings Court

plan of Insanity was set up In his
defense. He was adjudged insane, and
was sent to the asylum. On his escape
he llrst went to North Carolina, later
returning to Richmond.

FOR A DARDANELLES PACT
Russia Thinks Strait Should Rr Free

ICven In Time of War.
Paris. October 8..The Russian gov-j ornmenl Is exchanging views wltnFranca and England with the objectof avoiding the loss and annoyance toRussian commerce In the Rlack Seathat would ensue In case of a blockade of the Dardanelles.
The St. Petersburg Cabinet considersthe time, has now come for Kuropo oncefor all to insure- thn freedom of navl-gation in the- strait In war time anwell as during peace.
According to Information from Rus-Blan sources' neither Italy nor France;.has liny objection to the Russian pro-]jpos.ils In this respect.

Head Nurses Appointed.
Miss VlvUnna Costehbador, Miss:I Lillian May Oreavrr. graduates of the'Memorial Hospital Training School for,Nurses, and Miss D. M. Schollenberger,.graduate of tho Medlco-Cnirtlrglcal!Hospital Training School for Nurses,!j Philadelphia, have been uppolntcd hoadnurses for the private wards of tho1 Memorial Hospital..

. /..

HALE AND HEARTY
ON 81 ST BIRTHDAY

John P. Branch Still Found in
Working Harness and Glad

to Be There.

CHURCH MEMBER 67 YEARS

Tells Friends He Is Happy That
He Has Been Spared so Long

by His Maker.

Hulc and hearty and still vigorous,
John P. Branch, president of the Mer¬
chant's National Hank, will colobrato
his eighty-first birthday te-day. He
told hl« friends yesterday that he
would not celebrate by staying away
from business, and he will bo found
In his accustomed seat, looking after
the work which he has carried on for
years.

In many respects Mr. llranch Is re¬
garded as the most remarkable clt-
lzcn of Richmond. Certainly lie '.s
that when one considers his age and
the fact that he Is still In working
harness.glad to be there and never

happy unless his mind and his hnnd
nre busy with the duties which fall
his way. He Is probably the oldest
member of the Methodist Church In
Virginia In point of continued ser¬

vice; he joined when he was fourteen
years old and has been on the roll
for sixty-seven yenrs.

"I don't feel a bit older than I did
ten years ogo." he said last night,
.'and I would rather be at work than
idle.
Remembering that to-dny Is tho an¬

niversary of his birth, many of Mr.
Rrnnch's friends called nt his home,
1 West Franklin Street, yesterday, to
offer their congratulations. They found
htm In excellent spirits.

Illrthllny Sentiments.
One yeur ago when he observed his

eightieth birthday Mr. Rranch gave
a reporter for The Tlmes-Dlspetch an
Interesting account of his life w-ork.
He said this In closing:

"I nm honored by your request to
tell you briefly the principles that
have been the controlling factors In
molding my life work. I came Into
this world a vigorous child, horn of
an honest and sturdy parentage, of
deep piety and character. Industry
and courage In the faith of all ob¬
stacles was a conspicuous character¬
istic of both my father and mother,
and their example In conformity to
the lessons found In Ood's spoken
words to the sons of men has been
since my boyhood the very foundation
stone on which I have endeavored to
build my character and tlx my stand¬
ard In the estimation of those among
whom 1 hnve lived und unceasingly
labored. I have constantly kept in
mind the Injunction to frar God and
keep His commondments; to bo Just
and fear not; to owe no man nny-
thlng but love; to earn my bread by
the sweat of my brow, and In my
business affairs.a part of tho time
very strenuous and exacting.to (ly
the golden rule of rny standard.
"And this day, recognizing the cer¬

tainty that I am facing the evening
of life when the shadows must thicken.
I will here make a record of my deep
and humble thankfulness to the (liver
of every good and perfect gift for so
long a life, In which, even though far
falling short of my heart's longings.
I hnve been spared to my family and
those who so faithfully have honored
me. with their friendship."

ROBBED OF $500
CnrrtnUer of Onkwood Cemetery Re¬

ports II Ig Loti to Police.
Ray Rurch. caretaker of Oakwood

Cemetery, reported to the police yes¬
terday that his room had been en¬
tered while he was asleep In bed und
between $100 und $600 taken from
his pillow. His home Is at 803 Jessa¬
mine Street. He employs several
young men to help him In his work
In the cemetery, and they live with
him. Investigation was made yester¬
day by detectives, but there was no
arrest.
Burch awoke early Sunday morn¬

ing, he said, and discovered that the
windows in his room were open. He
hnd left them down. He Jumped out
of bed and began searching for his
money. Not a cent could be found,
and he says he left tho money under
hi . pillow. He had expected to de¬
posit it In a savings bank to-dny.

POPULAR GRAZE
RAMPANT NOW

Speaker at Baraca Meeting Re¬
fers to Effort of Getting Some¬

thing for Nothing.

DRONES NOT NEEDED BY GOD

Master Never Goes to Lazy and
Idle When Advancing

His Work.

"Üoü can't use a, drono. Ho never
goes lo the lazy und Idle whon ho
wants men for his service," Luther C.
Reynolds, national secretary of tho
Haraca-Phlliithea Association, told
the largo assembly at tho Orovo Avo-
nue Rnptlst Church yesterday after¬
noon at the mass-meotlng of Virginia
Uarncas. apropos of the men and wo¬
men who claim that thoy can't find
lime to do Uuraca work. This class Is
the drono class, declared tho speaker.
'busy people aro tho only ones needed
for this work. Mr. Reynolds entitled
his address "Pearls."
He related the story of the man who

obtained by chicanery what ho thought
was a priceless pearl. Ho treasured It
and spent his life gloating over It,
only to find when It came to bo ap-
prulscd that It was worthless. . The
speaker applied the story to tho pop-
ulur craze for getting something for
nothing. "Nothing Is 01 any worth
unless It is obtained by labor. It Is truo
In Ood's work as In every other work.
It Is a mistake," said Mr. Reynolds, "to
assume that tho men who Join tho
'Jftiracas are all goody-goodies and
weaklings. The organization has In Its
ranks some of the strongest and brav¬
est men In the country."

"Stirring: Up the Fire."
The other address of the meeting

was delivered by National Treasurer
Frank Anderson on the subject,
"Stirring Up the Fire." "livery person
has in him some latent virtue or
ability, no matter how llttlo Indica¬
tion there Is of It on tho surface," he
said, "and It needs only active search
and questioning of one's heart to flncl
out what It Is and put It to noble uso.

We need to ftlr up the smoldering
fires within us and become active,
useful agents for tho good."
Yesterday's meeting was presided

over by .lohn F. Small, of Norfolk, and
was opened with prnyer by O. Oliver
Tlmberlake. The llnal meeting of the
present convention will 'be hold to¬
morrow morning at tho Seventh Street
Christian Church.
The Uuraca-Phllathea Association,

whose headquarters are at Syracuse,
has now a total membership of R00,-
000. with 9.000 registered subsidiary
organizations. Tho head of the or¬

ganization is M. A. Hudson, of Syra¬
cuse.

HOLIDAY AT POST-OFFICE
Employes Will Get Half-Day Oft for

State Fair Wednesday.
Half-holiday will bo observed Wed¬

nesday, Richmond Duy at the State
Fair, at tho post-olllce. Postmaster
Edgar Allan, Jr.. has obtained permis¬
sion from tho department at YVashlng-
lngton to give nil of his employes part
of the day off that they may havo an

opportunity to take In the big expo¬
sition or attend the exhibition ball
game.
There will bo only ono delivery of

mall in the morning, and at noon prac¬
tically all business will cease. How-
over. It will be necessary to keep a
few clerks nt work In order to avoid
any congestion of mall, but these will
be given their holiday later in tho
week.

Deute* Charges.
Charles Spitzer, 112 North Eighth

Street, was arrested yesterday on a

charge of working at 'his trado on the
Sabbath. Spitzer operates a clothes-
cleaning establishment, and it Is
claimed by Policemen Williams. Tay¬
lor and Campadonico, who made the
arrest, that somo men were engaged in
cleaning clothes when they entered.
Spitzer denies the charges.

Two Still Alarms of Fire.
Two still alarms of flro wero turned

in yesterday.one at 9:14 o'clock A. M.
and tho second at 6:32 o'clock yester¬
day afternoon.
The first call was to a chimney afire

nt 1212 Oak wood Avenue, which did no
damage. Tho second alarm was from
1618 Grove Avenue, where a slight
blazo resulted In little loss.

y

On reading our story in this space yesterday, "That
is certainly true." He referred to our quotation
from the world's greatest merchant, Marshall Field.
"If you want to succeed, save."

He attributed special value to the habit of saving,
as a habit, aside from the monetary gain.

He Made
Another Point

in saying that the ability to save money regularly
made any man twice as valuable to his employer,
because of the principles behind the habit.

The American National Bank
of Richmond, Virginia,

wishes "to call this fact to your attention as an EM- 7*
PLOYEE. YOUR employer will appreciate YOUR
determination and energy. Save with us at the rate
of 3 Per Cent. Compound Interest. We will render
you and your money

Security and Service
.,.-..,.. ., 1, ...I. II |M »III I «¦¦¦ II ¦»». ¦¦¦»¦I II-.¦¦¦¦ ¦I III »II.I

Fall Overcoats, Raincoats and Hats
AH novelties and staple stylesthat fashion

approves. Everything necessary for walk¬
ing or riding, for personal or livery use.

Gans-Rady Company
CRITICS ANSWERED

BY JAIL PHYSICIAN
. ¦-

Dr. William S. Gordon Declares That SameCourse There Will Be Continued Unless HeIs Ordered Otherwise by Judge Witt,of Hustings Lcurt
Keplylng yesterday to a report by

the Investigating committee to the Stato
Hoard of Charities and Correction, Dr.
William S. Cordon, Jail physician, de-
clnired that "while acknowledging tho
good Intentions of my critics, and ex¬
pressing my willingness to co-operate
with them heartily In all needed ro-
forms, I propose to continue In tho
sniiio course until notified by tho Judgo
that 'tho condition with regard to
tho Jail physician is far from salls-
factory.'" Dr. Cordon's statement fol¬
lows:
The report, in Tho Times-Dispatch of

October 1, of tho Jail Investigating,
committee to the Slate Hoard of Chari¬
ties and Correction Includes certain
stutpmonts regarding tho medical de-
partmcnt which are personal and mis¬
leading. Ucfore the report of loft year
was published, one of the members of
tho commlltco Interrogated me and
was told. In addition to other Informa¬
tion, why dally visits to the Jail wero
not considered necessary by the phy¬
sician. The recent report was sub-
milled without consultltiK me, and
since the former explanation appears
to have been unsatisfactory. 1 deem
It my duty to reply to a repeated and
more emphatic criticism, and to ac¬
quaint the public with the exact state
of affairs.
The hospital steward Is referred to

as "a man, formerly a prisoner In the
Jail, and wlh no special medical traln-
Ing." It is true that this man was
formerly a prisoner; but 1 seo no rea¬
son for mentioning this fact and har¬
rowing his feelings when he has turned
over a new leaf and devoted hlmsoll
to an honorable calling. There aro
many useful men In the world who
have done wrong and mended their
ways. Previous to his commitment he
was a druggist, and had gained some
experience In a hospital over a period
of two years.

rniirrsar* 111* Change.
Kor one and it half years as a pris¬

oner, and for two years as a free
man, he has been trained by me us n
nurse; has cared for a large numb-;r
of medical and surgical cases, and has
become Invaluable by reason of his
Intelligence and fidelity to his duties.
He has worked day and night to his
own Injury in carrying out my Instruc¬
tions, and has received not a cent of
sulury for his services, despite my
efforts to have his Just claims recog¬
nized. The pittance which ho has pick¬
ed up has barely enabled him to live,
and has had to be supplemented M
times by donations out of the pockctn
of his friends. Had he proved recreant
to his trusts, he would not have been
retained.
Tho recommendation that daily vis-

Its be made by the doctor Is not practi¬
cal, nor based upon tho committee's
knowledge of tho peculiar conditions.
If the visits are for tho purpose of
Interviewing each prisoner with re¬
gard to his luwilth. a large propor¬
tion of the day, If not of the night,
would be spent In listening to the
groundless complaints of men and wo¬
men who havu nothing elso to do but
to malinger and worry the medical at¬
tendants. It Is surprising how ills-
eases multiply when the doctor ap¬
pears. 11 the dally visits are to bo
mude for tho purpose of watching for
one of Ihosc "sudden and violent seiz¬
ures" which arc said to be not un¬
common, I reply that they are as apt
to occur In the doctor's absence as in
his presence. He might, however, eaten
one on tho fly. If the visits are made
In order to ascertain from the nurso
or officers whether there be any cases
needing attention, I reply that this
can bo done, and is done, as easilythrough tho telephone

Honpltnl la Excellent.
The Jail hospital is an excellent one

and well equipped. The nurse is alert,
and his knowledge of human naluro
and long exporlrnco In dealing with
prisoners enable him to act with
Judgment In Iho matter of summoningtho doctor. The Inmates uro aware
that they can report to the nurso when

they are nick, and tho doctor visitsthe Jn.ll at Intervals when not sum¬moned. The nurse Is. of course, »!-lowed discretion In dealing with In¬dividuals. Dike other nurses, ho hasbeen trained tu assume somo respon¬sibilities. He la. In a measure, anInterne. In short, the prisoners receivetho attention of the doctor and nursewhenever thoy need lt_The committee states that an in¬terne, In addition to tho regular phy-slclun, should bo provided. If theappointing powers deem this advlsu-ble and are able to secure a doctor whowould live ut the Jail, limit himselfto the practice, and try to supporthimself on the handsome salary thathe would receive, by all means letthe appointment be made. But he whosearches for the Interne will becomevery tired.
The statement that the city pays theJail physician a salary of $600 a yearIs not correct. The State pays a salaryof $.".00, having- reduced the former sal¬ary by one-hulf beforo'.the present In¬cumbent went Into ofllce. while Ih'J*medical work has been quadrupled.I concur In the committee's recom¬mendation that a place should be pro¬vided for contagious discuses. Fur¬thermore, and for obvious reasons,there should he a female nurse, andboth nurses should be adequately paid..Not Altogether Consistent.The committee's report. It seems tome, la not altogether consistent. Itcharges the sergeant with underfeed¬ing his prisoners, but compliments htmand states that "he Is doing his bestunder the conditions as he finds them."The physician is criticized without nnopportunity to afford information orextend his courtesy, while he has look¬ed In vain for a nosobay or a diminu¬tive boutonnlore. It was quite anoversight, also, that some recommen¬dation was not made for the benefitof the nurse.
The management of the medical de¬partment of the Jail .Is not Ideal. Mis¬takes are made, as elsewhere, and thedeserving may occasionally suffer fromtho sins of those who are crying"wolf" when that animal Is not In{sight. Mistukes may, also, be made bycommittees, anil neglect of duty maysometlmrs apply as much to tho cen¬suring us to the censured. I bellcvIn the principles of humanity, and havedone my best to apply them. Negli¬gence ought to be exposed, and eithercorrected Of punished wherever, when¬ever, and In whomsoever found; but itbehooves those who labor for the bet¬terment of mankind to possess them¬selves of accurate knowledgo beforeholding up supposed derelicts to pub¬lic criticism. It Is not for me tospeak of my service an physician tothe City Jnll. Suffice It to say that Ihave been sustained In my course bythe Judge of the Hustings Court, whoappoints the physician, and to whomthe medical officer of his court Is r-J-Bposlble for the faithful discharge ofhis obligations. While acknowledgingthe good intentions of my critics andexpressing my willingness to co-oper¬ate with them heartily In nil nccdetlreforms, I propose to continue In the -

same course until notified by tho Judgethat "the condition with regard tothe Jail physician is far from satisfac¬tory." WM. S. GORDON.
TO OBSERVE ANNIVERSARY

OK GREATER THEATRE FIRE

It. is announced by the vestry of
Monumental Church that Bpecial ser¬
vices held on December 26, to com¬
memorate the one hundredth anniver¬
sary of tho Richmond Theatre fire.
The details of the program have, yet
to be worked out.
Monumontnl Church Is located on

the site of the theatre, and was built
as a memorial to those who lost their
lives in the most horrlblo event or
tho 'city's history. The Governor of
Virginia. with many distinguished
men of the time, were among tho
victims.

LOCAL SPORTS NOW AFFECT
THOSE UPPER-LIP WHISKERS

Along with the fuzzy hat and tho
Piccadilly coat has come another exotic
from ucross tho big pond.tho mus¬
tache. If you are of the male sex
maloy, and ache to take hank as a

sprightly cosmopolite, wear a scrub
growth on your upper Up. It Is fash¬
ion's lateHt madness, and If you are
a wise one you'll can your little safoty
razor and rntsu some down.
Onco upon a time, to assumo tho

narrative tense, mustaches wero the
exclusive stock in trade of villains as

they wore represented on tho stage
Mid Kentucky colonels ns they wero

pictured In historical novels. Tho
whirligig of tlmo brought changes.
Villains havo become baro-faced, anu
tho colonel has shaved off his bristles.
Hut tho mustache was not to porish
from the land. It cropped up on Fifth
Avenue and spread to Broadway. With
the debut of tho $160 tour of Europe,
more and more Americans mtgratod In
tho summer to lnnds where ovon tho
bootblacks and waiters woro mus¬
taches. When they got back to tholr
old, haunts f'hey brought tho habit
with them, and Now York took hold.
And when Now York lakes hold of
anything, tho reat of tho country Joins
tho parndo.

It hit staid old Boston, and Beacon
Hill took if to Its heart because it
was English. It spread to Cambridge,
and at oncb every sophomoro In Har¬
vard began applying halr-restorors and
other fertilizers to forco a growth
which nature vouchsafod all too gin¬
gerly. Then swam Into tho public ken
tho mustached stage and magazine
hero, and hirsute adornment was

given the final seal of modernity
When It nppcared In the clothing ads
tho game was up. and mustaches ar^
rived In Blngvlllo. via Richmond.
Ono might as well bo dead as out ol

date. To those, who would like tc
Join the whiskered elite, but who feai
the city police, this thought will be
comforting: tho path of the Innova¬
tor has ever boon strewn with Cana¬
dian thistles. Progress has ever been
across the doad bodies of the dfdn't-
dares. Tho first man who had the
temerity to drink the milk of his cow
probably paid for his progrosslvoncss
with his lifo. It may requlro courage
of tlw subllmcst sort to appear among
your old fogy acquaintances with o
curling Kaiser Wilhelm whore there
was -wont to be nothing but uncouth
stubble, but only the bravo will be
fashion's darlings.

Start the week right and deposit
a portion of last week's cArrdogs.One dollar starts an account.
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